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DEPARTMENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


OUTDOOR  ADVERTISING  CONTROL 
REGULATIONS  AND  APPLICATION  PROCEDURES  HANDBOOK 


The  erection,  maintenance  and  control  of  outdoor  advertising  signs  and  devices 
adjacent  to  and  visible  from  interstate  and  primary  highways  in  the  State  of 
Montana  are  regulated  by  law,  contained  in  Sections  75-15-101  through 
75-15-134,  MCA,  and  Montana  Highway  Commission  Administrative  Rules.  The  law 
gives  the  responsibility  for  the  control  of  outdoor  advertising  to  the 
Department  of  Highways  through  its  district  offices.  Any  questions  pertaining 
to  outdoor  advertising  and  requests  for  permit  applications  should  be  directed 
to  the  following  Department  of  Highways'  district  offices: 


SIGN  LOCATION  BY  COUNTY 
Flathead,  Glacier  (only  US  2 from  East 
Glacier  10  miles  west),  Lincoln, 
Mineral,  Lake,  Missoula,  Sanders, 
Ravalli,  Granite,  Powell  (Hwy  200  - 22 
miles  east  from  Missoula  County  Line 
and  I 15  - Missoula  County  Line  to 
Garrison) 


DISTRICT  OFFICE  TO  CONTACT: 
Department  of  Highways 
2100  West  Broadway 
P.0.  Box  7039 
Missoula,  MT  59807 
Telephone:  549-6491 


Beaverhead,  Broadwater,  Deer  Lodge, 
Gallatin,  Jefferson,  Lewis  & Clark 
(I  15  from  Lewis  & Clark 
County/Jefferson  County  Line  to  Gates 
of  the  Mountains  Interchange),  Madison, 
Meagher,  Park,  Powell  (Part  of  I 90, 

US  12  & Hwy  141  in  the  southeast 
portion  of  the  county).  Silver  Bow 

Blaine,  Cascade,  Chouteau,  Glacier  (all 
excejtt  on  US  2 10  miles  west  of  East 
Glacier),  Hill,  Judith  Basin  (only 
US  87,  10  miles  east  from  Cascade 
County  Line),  Lewis  & Clark  (I  15  - 
North  of  Gates  of  the  Mountains 
Interchange),  Liberty,  Pondera,  Powell 
(Hwy  200  - from  junction  of  MT  200  and 
141  to  Powell  and  Lewis  & Clark  County 
Line,  Hwy  141  - from  Jet.  of  200  & 141, 
10  miles  south),  Teton,  Toole 

Carter,  Custer,  Daniels,  Dawson, 

Fallon,  Garfield,  McCone,  Phillips  (all 
of  the  county  except  southwest  corner). 
Powder  River,  Prairie,  Richland, 
Roosevelt,  Rosebud,  Sheridan,  Valley, 
Wibaux 


Department  of  Highways 
Wynne  & Lowell 
P.0.  Box  3068 
Butte,  MT  59702 
Telephone:  494-3224 


Department  of  Highways 
104  - 18th  Ave.  N.E. 
P.0.  Box  1359 
Great  Falls,  MT  59403 
Telephone:  727-4350 


Department  of  Highways 
503  North  River  Ave. 
P.0.  Box  890 
Glendive,  MT  59330 
Telephone:  365-5296 
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Big  Horn,  Carbon,  Fergus,  Golden 
Valley,  Judith  Basin  (all  except  part 
of  US  87,  10-mile  portion  east  of 
Cascade  County  Line),  Musselshell, 
Petroleum,  Phillips  (part  of  US  191  and 
Hwy  66  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
county),  Stillwater,  Sweetgrass, 
Wheatland,  Yellowstone 


Department  of  Highways 
424  Morey 
P.0.  Box  20437 
Billings,  MT  59104 
Telephone:  252-4138 


Some  counties  are  split  among  two  or  three  districts.  Where  there  is  doubt  as 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  an  area,  contact  a district  office  for  clarification. 


DEFINITIONS: 


COMMERCIAL  OR  INDUSTRIAL  ACTIVITIES  means  those  activities  generally 
recognized  as  commercial  or  industrial  by  zoning  authorities  in  this  state, 
except  none  of  the  following  activities  shall  be  considered  commercial  or 
industrial : 


1.  Outdoor  advertising  structures. 

2.  Agricultural,  forestry,  grazing,  farming  and  related  activities, 
including  wayside  fresh  produce  stands. 

3.  Transient  or  temporary  activities. 

4.  Activities  not  visible  from  the  main  traveled  way. 

5.  Activities  conducted  in  a building  principally  used  as  a residence. 

6.  Railroad  tracks  and  minor  sidings. 

7.  Activities  more  than  660  feet  from  the  nearest  edge  of  the 
right-of-way. 

CONFORMING  SIGN  means  one  which  was  lawfully  erected  and  which  complies  with 
spacing,  zoning,  size,  lighting  and  all  other  requirements  under  the  Outdoor 
Advertising  Act. 

INTERSTATE  SYSTEM  means  that  portion  of  the  National  System  of  Interstate  and 
Defense  Highways  located  within  this  State  as  officially  designated  by  the 
Highway  Commission. 

NON-CONFORMING  SIGN  means  one  which  was  lawfully  erected  but  which  does  not 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  State  law  or  State  regulations  passed  at  a later 
date,  or  which  later  fails  to  comply  with  the  State  law  or  regulations  due  to 
changed  conditions.  ILLEGALLY  ERECTED  OR  MAINTAINED  SIGNS  ARE  NOT 
NON-CONFORMING  SIGNS. 

OUTDOOR  ADVERTISING  means  any  outdoor  sign,  display,  light,  device,  figure, 
painting,  drawing,  message,  plaque,  poster,  billboard  or  other  structure  which 
is  designed,  intended  or  used  to  advertise  or  inform  and  which  is  visible  from 
any  place  on  the  main  traveled  way  of  the  interstate  or  primary  systems. 
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PRIMARY  SYSTEM  means  that  portion  of  connected  main  highways  as  officially 
designated  by  the  Highway  Commission. 

URBAN  AREA  means  an  urbanized  area  or  place  as  designated  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Census  having  a population  of  five  thousand  (5,000)  or  more  and 
within  boundaries  fixed  by  the  Department  of  Highways.  The  boundaries  shall, 
as  a minimum,  encompass  the  entire  urban  place  designated  by  the  Bureau  of 
Census. 

VISIBLE  means  capable  of  being  seen  and  legible  without  visual  aid  by  a person 
of  normal  visual  acuity. 


SIGN  PERMIT  REQUIREMENTS 


NEW  SIGNS 

A.  Urban  Areas 

In  urban  areas  the  Department  of  Highways  only  has  jurisdiction  over 
signs  within  660  feet  from  the  nearest  edge  of  the  right-of-way.  Only 
the  following  signs  and  advertising  devices,  which  are  visible  from  any 
place  on  an  interstate  or  primary  highway,  may  be  erected  within  this 
660-foot  limit. 

1.  Signs  Requiring  Permits 

(a)  Signs,  displays  and  devices  located  in  areas  which  are 
zoned  industrial  or  commercial  by  city  or  county  government, 
including  highway  service  areas  lawfully  zoned  as  highway 
service  zones,  where  primary  use  of  the  land  is  reserved  for 
commercial  or  roadside  services  other  than  outdoor  advertising. 
Temporary  zoning  will  not  be  recognized. 

(b)  Signs,  displays  and  devices  located  in  unzoned  commercial 
or  industrial  areas.  These  areas  are  created  by  permanent 
buildings  or  improvements  located  within  660  feet  of  the 
right-of-way  of  an  interstate  or  primary  highway  with  an 
ongoing  commercial  or  industrial  activity.  Such  signs  must  be 
located  along  the  highway  for  a distance  of  600  feet 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  activities  and  those  lands  directly 
opposite  on  the  other  side  of  the  highway  to  the  extent  of  the 
same  dimensions  and  to  the  maximum  depth  of  660  feet  from  the 
right-of-way;  provided  those  lands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
highway  are  not  designated  scenic  by  the  Highway  Commission. 

The  business  used  to  qualify  the  area  must  be: 

(1)  Clearly  visible  to  the  traveling  public  and  be  easily 
recognizable  as  a commercial  or  industrial  activity; 

(2)  presently  active. 

An  area  will  not  qualify  as  unzoned  commercial  or  industrial 
area  if: 
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(1)  the  business  is  located  on  what  is  otherwise  used  as 
residential  property  if  only  a portion  of  the  building  so 
used  is  visible; 

(2)  the  qualifying  business  is  located  either  partially 
or  totally  within  an  area  which  has  been  zoned  by  local 
government  zoning  authority; 

(3)  the  commercial  or  industrial  activity  is  engaged  in 
or  established  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  an 
area  for  displaying  outdoor  advertising; 

(4)  the  activity  is  not  reasonably  accessible  to  the 
pub! ic; 

(5)  it  is  not  connected  to  one  or  more  utilities; 

(6)  no  business  is  actually  conducted  on  the  premises. 

2.  Signs  Not  Requiring  Permits  (On-Premise  Signs) 

(a)  Signs,  displays  and  devices  advertising  the  sale  or  lease 
of  property  upon  which  they  are  located.  A typical  sign  in 
this  category  would  be  a realtor's  sign  advertising  the  sale  of 
the  property.  However,  at  no  time  may  the  sign  be  placed  on 
highway  right-of-way  or  attached  to  the  right-of-way  fence. 

(b)  Signs,  displays  and  devices  advertising  activities  con- 
ducted on  the  property  upon  which  they  are  located.  These 
signs  should  show  solely  the  name  of  the  establishment  and 
identify  its  principal  products  or  services  offered  on  the 
premises.  To  qualify  as  an  on-premise  sign,  a sign  advertising 
an  activity  conducted  on  the  property  must  be  located  on  the 
land  actually  used  or  occupied  by  the  (business)  activity.  The 
extent  of  the  property  used  for  the  activity  includes  its 
buildings,  parking  area  and  incorporated  landscaped  areas. 

The  following  types  of  land  are  not  considered  to  be  part  of 
the  premises  on  which  activity  is  conducted,  and  any  signs 
located  on  such  land  will  be  considered  "off-premise"  advertis- 
ing and  subject  to  permit  regulations. 

(1)  Any  land  which  is  not  used  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
business.  This  would  include,  but  not  be  limited  to,  land 
which  is  separated  from  the  activity  by  a roadway,  highway 
or  other  obstruction  and  not  used  by  the  activity.  The 
same  would  apply  to  extensive  undeveloped  highway  frontage 
contiguous  to  the  land  actually  used  by  a commercial 
facility. 

(2)  Any  vacant  land  or  land  which  is  used  for  a purpose 
unrelated  to  the  advertised  activity.  For  example,  land 
adjacent  to  or  adjoining  a service  station  but  devoted  to 
raising  of  crops,  residence  or  other  commercial  or 
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industrial  uses  having  no  relationship  to  the  service 
station  activity  would  not  be  part  of  the  premises. 

(3)  Any  land  occupied  solely  by  structures  or  uses  which 
are  only  incidental  to  the  principal  activity  and  which 
serves  no  other  purpose  than  to  attempt  to  qualify  the 
land  for  signing  purposes. 

The  following  signs  are  not  considered  on-premise  signs: 

(1)  When  a sign  brings  rental  income  to  the  property 
owner;  consists  principally  of  brand  name  or  trade  name 
advertising;  the  product  or  service  advertised  is  only 
incidental  to  the  principal  activity. 

(2)  When  a sign  which  advertises  activities  conducted  on 
the  premises  also  advertises  activities  not  conducted  on 
the  premises; 

(3)  A sale  or  lease  sign  which  also  advertises  any 
product  or  service  not  located  on  and  unrelated  to  the 
business  of  selling  or  leasing  the  land  on  which  the  sign 
is  located. 

Advertising  which  is  not  consistent  with  the  definition  of  an 
on-premise  sign,  if  attached  to  an  on-premise  sign,  changes  the 
status  of  such  on-premise  sign.  Such  signs  will  be  subject  to 
permit  requirements. 

B.  Rural  Areas 

In  rural  areas  the  Department  of  Highways'  jurisdiction  extends  beyond 
the  660-foot  limitation  which  applies  only  to  urban  areas.  In  rural 
areas  the  Department  controls  all  signs  and  advertising  devices  which  are 
visible  from  interstate  and  primary  highways.  ALL  THE  REGULATIONS  AND 
RESTRICTIONS  DESCRIBED  ABOVE  IN  SECTION  1.  "Urban  Areas"  APPLY  TO  SIGNS 
ERECTED  AND  MAINTAINED  IN  RURAL  AREAS  within  660  feet  of  the  right-of- 
way.  No  off-premise  signs  may  be  erected  beyond  the  660  feet  if  they  are 
intended  to  advertise  and  are  visible  from  interstate  and  primary 
highways. 

PERMIT  APPLICATION  PROCESS 


For  signs  requiring  a permit,  an  "Outdoor  Advertising  Permit  Application"  form 
must  be  completed  and  submitted  to  the  appropriate  Department  of  Highways 
district  office.  Application  forms  are  available  at  the  district  offices. 

Applications  must  be  accompanied  by  a photograph,  sketch  or  scale  drawing 
showing  the  location  of  the  proposed  sign  site,  preferably  tied  by  distance 
and  direction  to  some  permanent  object. 

If  the  area  where  the  proposed  sign  site  is  located  is  zoned  by  local 
government  authorities,  the  applicant  is  responsible  to  obtain  any  required 
permit. 
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A stake  or  some  identifying  object  should  be  placed  at  the  proposed  sign 
location  to  assist  Department  of  Highways'  personnel  in  finding  the  sign  site. 

Complete  all  items  on  the  form;  however,  close  attention  should  be  given  to: 

1.  Proposed  location. 

2.  Distance  from  other  signs. 

3.  Zoning,  if  applicable. 

4.  If  the  area  is  not  zoned,  the  name  and  specific  description  of  the 

activity  or  activities  which  would  qualify  the  area  as  an  unzoned  commer- 
cial or  industrial  area. 

5.  Dimension  of  the  sign. 

6.  Type  of  sign. 

7.  Whether  the  sign  will  be  lighted. 

The  district  office  will  make  every  effort  to  inspect  the  sign  site  within  3-6 
weeks  after  the  application  is  received.  In  unusual  cases,  the  inspection  may 
take  longer. 

If  your  application  is  approved,  you  will  be  requested  to  send  in  the  $6.00 
permit  fee  for  the  initial  3-year  period.  On  payment  of  the  fee,  you  will 
receive  a permit  tag  which  must  be  attached  on  the  sign  within  30  days  of  the 
erection.  If  not  attached  to  the  proper  sign  or  if  not  attached  within  30 
days,  the  permit  will  be  canceled. 

Between  the  time  of  the  approval  of  the  permit  and  the  erection  of  the  sign, 
the  applicant  must  flag  or  stake  the  site  to  prevent  others  from  applying  for 
a site  in  the  same  area. 

Signs  may  not  be  moved  and  re-erected  in  a new  location  without  obtaining  a 
new  permit.  When  a sign  is  moved,  the  permit  is  invalidated  and  will  be 
canceled. 

PERMIT  RENEWALS 


Although  the  Department  of  Highways  plans,  as  a courtesy,  to  send  renewal 
notices  to  sign  owners,  failure  to  issue  such  notice  will  not  excuse  the  sign 
owner  from  his  obligation  to  renew  the  permit.  The  renewal  fee  of  $3.00  for 
an  additional  3-year  period  must  be  received  by  the  district  office  no  later 
than  the  first  normal  business  day  after  the  day  on  which  the  permit  expired. 
The  renewal  reminder  cards  should  be  returned  with  the  renewal  fee.  You 
should  receive  the  new  permit  tag  and  a receipt  within  2-3  weeks  after  you 
mailed  in  the  renewal  fee. 

REPLACEMENT  PERMITS 


If  the  original  permit  has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  a substitute  permit  must  be 
obtained  from  the  District  office  with  the  payment  of  $3.00. 
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STANDARDS  FOR  PERMITTED  SIGNS: 


A.  Signs  may  not  exceed  1200  square  feet  in  area,  including  border  and  trim 
but  excluding  base  or  apron,  supports  and  other  structural  components. 

B.  Maximum  length,  60  feet.  Maximum  height,  40  feet,  measured  from  the 
ground  or,  if  the  sign  is  attached  to  a structure,  as  measured  from  the  base 
of  the  sign  itself. 

C.  No  more  than  two  facings  visible  and  readable  from  the  same  direction  may 
be  erected  on  any  one  sign  structure.  Whenever  two  facings  are  so  positioned, 
neither  shall  exceed  325  square  feet.  Facings  do  not  mean  number  of 
advertisements,  but  number  of  panels.  There  could  be  several  advertising 
copies  on  one  panel. 

D.  Double-faced,  back-to-back  and  V-type  signs  shall  be  considered  as  a 
single  sign  or  structure.  Double-faced  signs  may  be  positioned  side-by-side 
or  stacked  vertically. 

E.  If  back-to-back  or  side-by-side  signs  with  two  or  more  faces  are  support- 
ed by  separate  structures,  each  shall  be  considered  a single  sign. 

F.  V-type  signs,  with  their  faces  oriented  in  different  directions,  may  not 
be  located  more  than  15  feet  apart  at  their  closest  points. 

G.  Signs  may  not  be  located  within  500  feet  of  any  of  the  following  which 
are  adjacent  to  the  highway  unless  the  signs  are  in  an  incorporated  area: 

1.  Public  parks  or  public  golf  courses. 

2.  Public  forests. 

3.  Public  playgrounds. 

4.  Scenic  areas  designated  as  such  by  the  Highway  Department  or  any 
other  State  agency  having  and  exercising  this  authority. 

5.  Cemeteries. 

H.  A sign  may  not  be  located  adjacent  to  an  interstate  highway  within  500 
feet  of  an  interchange  or  rest  area.  The  500  feet  is  to  be  measured  along  the 
interstate  from  the  beginning  or  ending  of  the  pavement  widening  at  the  exit 
from  or  entrance  to  the  main-traveled  way. 

I.  Sign  may  be  illuminated,  subject  to  the  following  restrictions: 

1.  Signs  which  contain,  include  or  are  illuminated  by  a flashing, 
intermittent,  or  moving  light  or  lights  are  prohibited,  except  those 
giving  public  information,  such  as  time,  date,  temperature,  weather  or 
similar  information. 

2.  Signs  which  are  not  effectively  shielded  to  prevent  beams  of  light 
from  impairing  the  vision  of  the  driver  are  prohibited. 
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3.  A sign  may  not  be  so  illuminated  that  it  interferes  with  the  effec- 
tiveness of  or  obscures  an  official  sign,  device  or  signal. 

J.  Spacing 

1.  Interstate  and  limited  access  highways. 

No  two  signs  shall  be  spaced  less  than  500  feet  apart,  except  that 
signs  may  be  erected  closer  than  500  feet  if  they  are  separated  by 
buildings  or  other  obstructions  in  such  manner  that  only  one  sign  facing 
within  the  500  feet  spacing  distance  is  visible  at  any  one  time. 

2.  Primary  Highways 

Location  of  sign  structures  between  streets,  roads  or  highways 
entering  or  intersecting  the  main-traveled  way  shall  conform  to  the 
following  minimum  spacing  criteria: 

a.  Where  the  distance  between  centerlines  of  intersecting  streets 
or  highways  is  less  than  1000,  the  minimum  spacing  between  siqns  is 
150  feet. 

b.  Where  the  distance  between  centerlines  of  intersecting  streets 
or  highways  is  1000  feet  or  more,  the  minimum  spacing  between  siqns 
is  300  feet. 

c.  Only  roads,  streets  and  highways  which  enter  directly  into  the 
main-traveled  way  of  the  primary  highway  shall  be  regarded  as 
intersecting.  Alleys,  undeveloped  rights-of-way,  private  roads,  and 
driveways  shall  not  be  regarded  as  intersecting  streets,  roads  or 
highways. 

d.  Official  and  "on-premise"  signs  shall  not  be  counted  nor  shall 
measurements  be  made  from  them  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
spacing  requirements. 

ILLEGAL  SIGN  REMOVAL 

State  law  provides  for  and  authorizes  the  Department  of  Highways  to  remove 
signs  not  in  compliance  with  the  Outdoor  Advertising  Act. 

A.  NEW  SIGNS  ERECTED  WITHOUT  A PERMIT:  When  a sign  appears  in  either  a 

conforming  or  non-conforming  area  without  a valid  permit  sticker,  the  sign 

owner  will  be  contacted  requesting  the  removal  of  the  sign  in  ten  (10)  days. 

(If  the  sign  is  in  a conforming  area,  the  sign  owner  has  the  opportunity  to 
apply  for  a permit.)  The  landowner  also  will  be  notified  of  the  information 
sent  to  the  sign  owner.  If  the  sign  remains  in  place,  a certified  letter  will 
also  be  sent  to  the  sign  owner  and  landowner  indicating  that  the  sign  must  be 
removed  in  45  days.  An  official  notice  may  be  posted  on  the  sign  indicating 

that  the  sign  must  be  removed.  During  the  45-day  period  the  sign  owner  has 

the  opportunity  to  request  a hearing  in  writing  before  the  Montana  Highway 
Commission  to  show  cause  why  the  sign  should  not  be  removed.  If  no  request 
for  hearing  is  received  during  the  45-day  period  and  if  the  sign  has  not  been 
removed,  the  Department  of  Highways  will  proceed  with  the  removal  of  the  sign. 
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The  sign  owner  and  landowner  will  be  billed  for  the  cost  of  removal.  They  are 
jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  cost  of  removal  under  state  law. 

B.  BLANK  OR  PAINTED-OUT  SIGNS. 

1.  Conforming  areas:  When  a sign  face  has  been  blank  or  painted  out  for 

a period  of  six  continuous  months,  the  sign  permit  will  be  canceled.  In 
order  for  legal  advertising  to  be  placed  on  the  sign,  a new  permit  must 
be  issued. 

2.  If  the  sign  is  in  a non-conforming  area,  when  the  sign  face  has  been 
blank  or  painted  out  for  a period  of  six  continuous  months,  the  structure 
ceases  to  be  a sign  and  must  be  removed  and  the  permit  canceled. 

C.  POLES:  Where  poles  or  a structure  which  has  been  permitted  as  an  outdoor 

advertising  device  remains  for  a period  of  more  than  three  months  without  a 
facing  being  attached,  the  sign  will  be  deemed  to  have  been  abandoned  and  the 
permit  will  be  canceled. 

D.  SIGNS  NOT  BEARING  A VALID  PERMIT  AND  SIGNS  NOT  HAVING  THE  PROPER  PERMIT 
NUMBER!  The  sign  owner  will  be  notified  if  the  permit  is  not  attached  or  the 
sign  does  not  bear  the  proper  permit  number.  The  sign  owner  has  30  days  to 
take  corrective  action  or  the  permit  will  be  canceled. 

E.  IMPROPER  REPAIR  OR  ENLARGEMENT  OF  SIGNS 

1.  Conforming  signs.  Repair  or  reconstruction  of  a sign  which  results 
in  a change  of  a sign  which  results  in  a change  in  height,  width  or  area 
of  more  than  10%  from  that  shown  at  the  last  inspection  or  which  changes 
the  number  or  position  of  the  facings  deemed  to  constitute  erection  of  a 
new  sign  for  which  a new  permit  will  be  required. 

2.  NON-CONFORMING  SIGNS  AND  SIGNS  IN  CONFORMING  AREAS  WHICH  DO  NOT  MEET 
REQUIRED  SIZE,  LIGHTING  AND  SPACING  CRITERIA  will  be  canceled  unless  they 
meet  the  following  requirements: 

a.  The  value  of  new  materials  used  in  the  maintenance  of  a sign 
during  one  calendar  year  may  not  exceed  30  percent  of  the  value  of 
all  materials  which  would  be  required  to  replace  the  sign. 

b.  Signs  which  are  blown  down,  vandalized,  or  otherwise  damaged  may 
be  re-erected  provided: 

(1)  The  sign  is  not  damaged  in  excess  of  50%  of  its  replace- 
ment cost. 

(2)  Work  should  be  accomplished  with  reasonable  promptness. 

Signs  which  cannot  be  re-erected  as  outlined  above  are  deemed 
to  have  been  destroyed  and  their  status  as  lawful  outdoor 
advertising  devices  ceases  at  the  time  of  their  destruction. 

c.  Non-conforming  signs  which  have  been  stolen  and  not  recovered 
may  not  be  replaced  by  a new  sign. 
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d.  In  no  case  may  the  repair,  maintenance  or  re-erection  of  a 
non-conforming  sign  or  a sign  in  a conforming  area  as  indicated 
above  result  in  an  increase  in  the  area  used  to  display  advertising 
copy  or  an  increase  of  height,  width  or  area  of  the  sign  when  first 
permitted;  also,  in  no  case  may  the  repair,  maintenance  or  re-erec- 
tion of  a sign  result  in  a substantial  upgrading  of  the  type  or 
value  of  the  sign.  (For  example,  a change  from  wood  to  steel 
structure  or  a change  from  unilluminated  to  illuminated  would 
constitute  a substantial  upgrading.)  New  advertising  may  be  placed 
upon  an  existing  face  so  long  as  the  area  used  for  advertising 
display  is  not  increased. 

F.  NEW  SIGNS  NOT  ERECTED  WITHIN  FOUR  MONTHS  OF  PERMIT  DATE:  A sign  must  be 

erected  within  four  months  from  the  date  of  issuance  of  the  permit,  or  the 
permit  will  be  canceled. 

G.  VIOLATION  OF  ACCESS  CONTROL  FENCE:  Erection  or  maintenance  of  a sign  or 

cnanging  information  on  a sign  (for  example,  gas  prices)  over  or  across  an 
access  control  fenceline  of  an  interstate  highway  is  a violation  of  the 
State's  property  right  and  will  not  be  condoned.  When  such  activity  is 
discovered  the  permit  will  be  canceled. 

H.  ENCROACHING  SIGNS:  Removal  of  advertising  signs  erected  on  highway 

right-of-way  is  the  responsibility  of  the  proper  district  maintenance  chief 
who  initiates  the  removal  of  such  signs  in  accordance  with  Section  60-6-101 
through  60-6-105,  M.C.A. 
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SPECIAL  SIGNS 


A.  CHURCH  AND  SERVICE  CLUB  SIGNS:  A church,  service  club,  or  youth 

organization  which  conducts  regular  meetings  may  erect  and  maintain  signs 
which  give  the  name  of  the  church  or  organization  and  the  time  and  place  at 
which  the  meetings  are  held,  subject  to  the  following  criteria: 

1.  Not  more  than  a total  of  four  signs  may  be  erected  by  any  one  group, 
of  which  no  more  than  three  can  face  in  the  same  direction  of  travel. 

2.  Signs  may  not  be  more  than  five  miles  from  where  the  meeting  or 
functions  are  regularly  held. 

3.  The  size  of  each  sign  may  not  exceed  eight  square  feet. 

4.  The  activity  advertised  must  be  a regular  scheduled  daily,  weekly, 
monthly  or  quarterly  meeting,  function  or  gathering  which  members  of  the 
traveling  public  using  the  highway  will  be  likely  to  want  to  find  and 
attend. 

5.  The  normal  prescribed  permit  application  fee  and  application  proce- 
dure as  described  under  "Application  For  Sign  Permits"  applies  to  church 
and  service  club  signs.  Public  forests,  public  playgrounds  and  designat- 
ed scenic  areas  shall  be  considered  to  be  conforming  areas  with  respect 
to  the  erection  of  these  signs. 

6.  This  regulation  is  not  intended  to  cover: 

a.  County  fairs  or  activities  which  are  continuously  in  existence 
such  as  a college  or  hospital. 

b.  Advertising  of  sporting  events  or  other  activities  for  which  an 
admission  fee  is  charged. 

B.  RANCH  OR  RURAL  RESIDENTIAL  SIGNS:  In  rural  residential  areas,  slat-type 

directory  signs  are  allowed  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  right-of-way  of  the 
intersecting  roadway,  giving  the  name  only.  Each  slat  is  not  to  exceed 

8"x  36".  In  cases  where  ranches  do  not  abut  the  highway  and  have  access  via  a 
private  access  road  across  other  ownerships,  individual  ranch  signs  may  be 
located  along  this  roadway  leading  to  the  ranch,  and  may  bear  the  official 
name  of  the  ranch  or  owner,  and  the  distance  to  the  headquarters,  but  shall 
include  no  advertising. 

C.  DIRECTIONAL  SIGNS:  Directional  and  other  official  signs  and  notices 

pertaining  to  natural  wonders,  scenic  and  historical  attractions  as  authorized 
or  required  by  law  are,  in  addition  to  statutory  rules  and  regulations  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Commission,  subject  to  standards  promulgated  by  the  Federal 
Highway  Administration. 

D.  CULTURAL  SIGNS:  Signs  advertising  cultural  exhibits  of  non-profit 

historical  or  arts  organizations  may  be  erected  and  maintained  within  660  feet 
of  the  nearest  edge  of  the  right-of-way  of  interstate  and  primary  highways, 
provided  that  these  signs  conform  to  the  following  standards: 


JFK:2:ts:25s 


-11- 


8/87 


1.  The  following  signs  are  prohibited: 

a.  Signs  advertising  activities  that  are  illegal  under  Federal  or 
State  laws  or  regulations  in  effect  at  the  location  of  those  signs 
or  at  the  location  of  those  activities. 

b.  Signs  located  in  such  a manner  as  to  obscure  or  otherwise 
interfere  with  the  effectiveness  of  an  official  traffic  sign  or 
interfere  with  the  drivers'  view  of  approaching,  merging  or  inter- 
secting traffic. 

c.  Signs  erected  or  maintained  on  trees  or  painted  or  drawn  on 
rocks  or  other  natural  features. 

d.  Obsolete  signs.  ' 

e.  Signs  which  are  structurally  unsafe  or  in  disrepair. 

f.  Signs  which  move  or  have  any  animated  or  moving  parts. 

g.  Signs  located  in  rest  areas,  parklands  or  scenic  areas. 

2.  Size 

a.  No  cultural  sign  shall  exceed  the  following  limits: 

Maximum  area  - 150  square  feet 
Maximum  height  - 20  feet 
Maximum  length  - 20  feet 

b.  All  dimensions  include  border  and  trim,  but  exclude  supports. 

3.  Lighting  - Cultural  signs  may  be  illuminated,  subject  to  the 
following: 

a.  Signs  which  contain,  include  or  are  illuminated  by  a flashing, 
intermittent,  or  moving  light  or  lights  are  prohibited. 

b.  Signs  which  are  equipped  with  lights  that  impair  the  vision  of 
drivers  are  prohibited. 

c.  No  sign  shall  be  so  illuminated  as  to  interfere  with  the  effec- 
tiveness of  or  obscure  an  official  traffic  sign,  device  or  signal. 

4.  Spacing 

a.  No  cultural  sign  may  be  located  within  2000  feet  of  a rest  area, 
parkland  or  scenic  area. 

b.  No  cultural  sign  may  be  located  within  2000  feet  of  an  inter- 
change from  the  nearest  point  of  beginning  or  ending  of  pavement 
widening  at  the  exit  from  or  entrance  to  the  main-traveled  way. 
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c.  No  two  cultural  signs  facing  the  same  direction  of  travel  shall 
be  spaced  less  than  one  mile  apart. 

d.  Not  more  than  three  cultural  signs  pertaining  to  the  same 
activity  and  facing  the  same  direction  of  travel  may  be  erected 
along  a single  route  approaching  the  activity. 

e.  Signs  located  adjacent  to  the  interstate  system  shall  be  within 
75  air  miles  of  the  activity. 

f.  Signs  located  adjacent  to  the  primary  system  shall  be  within  50 
air  miles  of  the  activity. 

5.  Message  Content:  The  message  on  cultural  signs-  shall  be  limited  to 

the  identification  of  the  attraction  or  activity  and  directional  informa- 
tion useful  to  the  traveler  in  locating  the  attraction,  such  as  mileage, 
route  numbers,  or  exit  numbers.  Descriptive  words  or  phrases  and  picto- 
rial or  photographic  representations  of  the  activity  or  its  environs  are 
prohibited. 

6.  Qualifying  Criteria:  Privately  owned  activities  or  attractions 

eligible  for  cultural  signing  are  limited  to  non-profit  historical  and 
arts  organizations.  To  be  eligible,  privately  owned  attractions  or 
activities  must  be  nationally  or  regionally  known  and  of  outstanding 
interest  to  the  traveling  public. 

7.  Each  location  of  a cultural  sign  must  be  approved  and  permitted  by 
the  district  office.  There  will  be  no  fee  charged  for  the  permit. 

Permits  must  be  affixed  to  the  signs  and  renewed  every  three  years. 

E.  NON-COMMERCIAL  SIGNS:  Signs  with  non-commercial  messages  are  subject  to 

the  same  criteria  as  commercial  advertising.  If  a non-commercial  sign  is 
located  on  property  of  the  owner  of  the  sign,  it  shall  be  considered  to  be  an 
on-premise  sign.  A person  or  organization  intending  to  erect  a sign  with  a 
non-commercial  message  on  the  property  owned  by  someone  else  must  first  obtain 
a permit  for  such  sign.  The  sign  must  comply  with  all  requirements  for 
off-premise  signs  as  outlined  in  this  brochure. 

OUTDOOR  ADVERTISING  REGULATIONS  TO  APPLY  TO  RECENTLY  DESIGNATED  PRIMARY  ROUTES 

A.  The  Montana  Highway  Commission  occasionally  designates  additional  high- 
ways as  part  of  the  Federal-Aid  Primary  System.  The  district  will  notify  the 
sign  owners  or  sign  site  owners  of  such  designation  and  advise  them  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  apply  for  a sign  permit.  Applications  for  sign  permits 
must  be  received  by  the  Department  within  six  months  of  the  receipt  of  notice 
of  the  designation  of  a highway  to  the  primary  system. 

B.  Information  regarding  the  routes  which  have  been  placed  on  the  Federal-Aid 
Primary  System  is  available  to  the  general  public  at  all  Department  of  High- 
ways district  offices. 
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